
 
 

 5 September 2024 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 

NATIONAL CABINET MUST DELIVER ON DOMESTIC VIOLENCE RHETORIC  

 

Women’s Legal Services Australia is demanding all First Ministers commit to delivering the 

reforms and funding needed to meet the urgent needs of Australian women.  

 

“If we, as a nation, are urging women to leave violent relationships, we sure as hell better make 

sure they can get the support they need when they do.” 

 

“We will not make progress unless every government steps up and delivers on the rhetoric 

we’ve been hearing for years.” 

 

Women’s Legal Services Australia has welcomed the Minister for Women, Senator Katy 

Gallagher's strong commitment to frontline services and urges State and Territory Governments 

to also come to the table.  

 

“Ending violence against women requires commitment and investment from all levels of 

government,” said Ms Rosenman.  

 

“The Commonwealth Government has shown leadership, promising a substantial package. This 

is a challenge that cannot be fixed by one government acting on its own,” said Ms Rosenman. 

 

The Rapid Review of Prevention Approaches found the provision of legal assistance to victim-

survivors of DFSV is not only an access to justice issue, but a frontline service that can improve 

safety and reduce risk. 

 

Ms Rosenman called on National Cabinet to end the crisis funding facing women’s legal 

services and ensure today’s investment included funding for these services. 

 

“Specialist legal services for women are critical to changing the story for women and children 

facing violence in Australia.” 

 

“When women close the door on a violent relationship, we want to ensure our door is wide-open 

and offering the specialist legal support they need.” 

 

“We need a funding commitment from the National Cabinet, and a guarantee it will actually 

reach women who need the help of specialist services.” 

 



 
 

Separation is a period of heightened risk for violence, including lethal violence, against women 

and their children. Specialist legal services are a key point of intervention at this critical point for 

women and their children.  

 

Women’s Legal Services supports women to resolve immediate safety needs as well as advice 

and representation that can support women’s longer-term recovery from violence. 

 

MEDIA CONTACTS:  

National & ACT 

Elena Rosenman, Chair – Women’s Legal Services Australia 0402 972 545 

New South Wales  

Katrina Ironside, CEO – Women’s Legal Services NSW 0431 846 941 

Rachael Martin, Principal Solicitor Wirringa Baiya Aboriginal Women’s Legal Centre  

0402 202 229  

Victoria  

Claudia Fatone, CEO Women’s Legal Service Victoria 0403 234 156 

Tasmania 

Yvette Cehtel, CEO Women’s Legal Service Tasmania 0438 112 703 

South Australia  

Lisa McClure, CEO Women’s Legal Service SA 0408 383 943 

Western Australia 

Dr. Jennie Grey, Women’s Legal Service WA 0427 017 467 

Northern Territory 

Caitlin Weatherby-Fell, CEO – Top End Women’s Legal Service (Darwin) 0421 732 184 

Siobhan Mackay, CEO Katherine Women’s Legal Service 0404 921 582 

Anna Ryan, CEO Central Australian Women’s Legal Service (Alice Springs) 0407 548 681 

Queensland  

Nadia Bromley, CEO Women’s Legal Service QLD 0423 154 032 

Haley Grainger, Principal Solicitor & Acting Director North Queensland Women’s Legal Service 

0417 646 272 

Cathy Pereira, Principal Solicitor/Coordinator First Nations Women’s Legal Services QLD     

0432 844 032 


